INTRODUCTION
Liver transplantation is considered one of the most complex procedures in modern surgery. Its process depends on a complete hospital infrastructure, in addition to a competent multiprofessional team in the delivery of care to severely debilitated and immunodepressed patients (1) . It is used as a resource to guarantee the survival of patients with irreversible hepatic failure, when there is no other form of treatment available (2) .
The preparation of the patient is essential in the perioperative period, and the role of the nursing team is determinant for treatment success. Therefore, the nurse is responsible for the planning and implementation of care delivered to patients and families during the liver transplantation process.
Evidence-based practice (EBP) was selected as the theoretical framework for this study. It consists in defining a problem, searching and critically evaluating the obtained results, in order to provide support for the improvement of health care quality and to decrease costs (3) .
The integrative literature review is a research method used to gather and analyze available evidence.
It aids in the decision making process by providing interventions that can permit a more effective care
and better cost/benefit (4) . An advantage of this method is the ability to gather data from different types of research designs, including theoretical and empirical literature (4) .
Aiming at providing support for nursing care, the goal of this study was to search and evaluate evidence available in the literature on scientific knowledge related to the nursing care delivered to adult patients submitted to liver transplantation in the perioperative period.
METHOD
The following stages were followed in the elaboration of the integrative review: identification of the topic, sampling or search in the literature, extraction of data from the included studies, evaluation of studies, interpretation of results and synthesis of knowledge or presentation of integrative review (4) (5) .
The question guiding the review was: what scientific knowledge, related to the nursing care The extraction of data from the articles was performed with the aid of an instrument proposed by a perioperative nurse (6) . For the analysis of the research design and level of evidence, concepts proposed by nursing scholars (7) (8) were used.
To facilitate the understanding of evidenced results, the articles included in the review were distributed in categories as follows: nursing care in the preoperative (three articles), intraoperative (two articles), and postoperative (seven articles) periods, patient education (one article), the role of nurses (one article), nutritional support (four articles), and emotional support (two articles). a nutritionist, one had the collaboration of nutritionists and nurses, and one of physicians and nurses.
Regarding the journals' country of origin, ten studies were published in the United States of America (USA), five were published in Spain, two in Ireland, two in Brazil, and one in England. Thus, 13 studies were written in English, five in Spanish and two in Portuguese.
Only three studies from those analyzed w e r e o f e v i d e n c e l e v e l I I ( s t r o n g ) , t h a t i s , randomized controlled clinical trials; six studies w e r e o f e v i d e n c e l e v e l I V, w h i l e f o u r w e r e descriptive exploratory studies, and two were case studies; five studies presented evidence level VI
( e x p e r i e n c e r e p o r t s ) ; a n d s i x s t u d i e s w e r e literature reviews, which have no evidence level available according to the adopted framework; the knowledge produced by these latter articles was considered important, however, for the planning of care delivered in liver transplantation.
A synthesis of the articles included in the integrative review, distributed in Tables 1, 2, 3, 4 a n d 5 a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m a t i c categories, is presented below. Table 1 -Synthesis of studies related to nursing care in the preoperative period of liver transplantation o  l  a  t  n  e  m  i  r  e  p  x  e  (  a  m  e  n  e  s  d  u  s  p  a  o  s  d  n  a  d  e  t  r  o  p  e  r  t  r  o  f  m  o  c  s  i  d  e  b  i  r  c  s  e  d  d  n  a  )  p  u  o  r  g  .  s  t  n  e  i  t  a  p i  e  c  n  a  l  a  b  e  v  i  t  a  g  e  n  a  ,  a  m  e  n  e  f  o  s  e  p  y  t  f  o  t  i  x  e  d  n  a  e  c  n  a  r  t  n  e  e  h  t  n  e  e  w  t  e  b  y  b  d  i  u  l  f  f  o  n  o  i  t  p  r  o  s  b  a  s  a  l  l  e  w  s  a  s  n  o  i  t  u  l  o  s  .  n  o  l  o  c  e w  y  l  l  a  ue  e  r  e  w  d  n  a  n  o  i  t  p  r  o  s  b  a  f  o  s  e  t  a  r  .  s  t  n  e  i  t  a  p  f  o  s  p  u  o  r  g  h  t  o  b  y  b  d  e  t  a  r  e  l  o  t   h  c  i  v  o  d  a  R   )  0  1  (   y  d  u  t  s  e  s  a  C   r  a  l  u  g  u  j  s  n  a  r  t  f  o  e  s  u  e  h  t  y  f  i  t  n  e  d  I  )  S  P  I  T  (  t  n  u  h  s  c  i  m  e  t  s  y  s  o  t  r  o  p  c  i  t  a  p  e  h  a  r  t  n  i  s  t  n  e  i  t  a  p  n  i  e  r  a  c  g  n  i  s  r  u  n  r  o  f  s  n  o  i  t  a  c  i  l  p  m  i  y  r  o  t  c  a  r  f  e  r  p  o  l  e  v  e  d  o disorders that require specialized treatment (27) (28) (29) .
CONCLUSION
After this integrative review was carried out, the relevance of the nurse's role in liver transplantation programs became clear. This professional is responsible for the management of care delivered to patients and families and performs care, administrative, educational and research activities, which are of fundamental importance for the s u c c e s s o f l i v e r t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n . T h u s , t h e researchers consider the fundamental importance of research development and/or the use of its results to support clinical practice and, in this scenario, evidence-based practice has a lot to offer.
